
 

TOWN OF DAVIE 
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM/PHONE: William Underwood, Budget & Finance Director/797-1050 
 Donald DiPetrillo, Fire Chief/797-1213 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution  
 
AFFECTED DISTRICT: Townwide  
 
TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, 
RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF FIRE RESCUE SERVICES, FACILITIES AND 
PROGRAMS IN THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA; ESTABLISHING THE ESTIMATED 
ASSESSMENT RATE FOR FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2004; DIRECTING THE PREPARATION OF AN ASSESSMENT 
ROLL; AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING AND DIRECTING THE PROVISION OF 
NOTICE THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
This resolution is necessary to proceed with the Fire Rescue Assessment for Fiscal Year 2005.  
The resolution allows the Town’s consultant Governmental Services Group, Inc. to establish 
the estimated assessment rate, prepare the preliminary assessment roll and for the Broward 
County Property Appraiser’s Office to mail the TRIM notices to affected property owners. 
 
As discussed in previous budget workshops with Council, the Fire Rescue Department 
advised it would need to increase both equipment and staffing levels for the Eastside and 
Westside fire stations approved by voters in the Fire Rescue Bond Program.  For FY 2005, staff 
is projecting activation of the Eastside fire station by mid-fiscal year, and proposing the 
addition of an ALS Engine Company at a temporary Westside fire station site in the 
Oakhill/Shenandoah area, to reduce response times until such time as a permanent facility is 
constructed.  
 
Accordingly, the Council authorized staff to begin adjusting the benchmark residential fire 
assessment rates from the $38 level in FY 2003 to accommodate improvements to service.  Staff 
proposed a series of incremental step increases to the benchmark residential fire assessment 
rates each fiscal year in accordance with established timetables for scheduled improvements.  
The projected rate increases were $56 in FY2003, $75 in FY2004, $92 in FY2005 and $106 for FY 
2006.  Council authorized no increase for FY2003, and adopted a mid range increase to $58 in 
FY 2004.  Based upon foregoing statements staff is recommending an increase to the 
benchmark residential rates for FY 2005 to fund existing and proposed staffing.  This requires 
adjusting the current fire assessment schedule from the benchmark residential rate of $58 to an 
estimated rate of $88 per household.  Presently, the estimated average benchmark residential 
fire assessment rate within Broward County is $120.20. 



 

Establishing an estimated rate of $88 per household does not require that Council adopt the 
proposed increase, rather it preserves Councils option to establish the final rates at a future 
public hearing, and notifies residents of the proposed increase via the TRIM notice.  A public 
hearing to establish the final rate resolution will be held on September 15, 2004. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS:   
The enacting Ordinance #96-33 amended in September 2003. 
 
CONCURRENCES:   
Not applicable. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

Has request been budgeted? Yes 
  If yes, expected cost:  $20,000 plus related administrative costs 
   Account Name:  Professional/Consultant Services 

   Additional Comments: Funding costs included in the fire assessment rates. 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S):  Motion to approve the resolution. 
 
Attachment(s):  Resolution establishing Preliminary Rates 
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RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, RELATING TO 
THE PROVISION OF FIRE RESCUE SERVICES, FACILITIES AND 
PROGRAMS IN THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA; ESTABLISHING THE 
ESTIMATED ASSESSMENT RATE FOR FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2004; DIRECTING THE 
PREPARATION OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL; AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC 
HEARING AND DIRECTING THE PROVISION OF NOTICE THEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

 
WHEREAS, in August of 1996, the Town of Davie implemented a recurring annual fire 

rescue special assessment program to provide a portion of the funding for the Town’s fire 

rescue services and facilities with the adoption of Ordinance No. 96-33, as it may be amended, 

and imposed fire rescue assessments for Fiscal Year 1996-1997 with the adoption of Resolution 

Nos. R-96-254 (the "Initial Assessment Resolution") and R-96-285 (the "Final Assessment 

Resolution"); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 96-33, as it may be amended, the reimposition 

of Fire Rescue Assessments for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2004 requires certain 

processes such as the preparation of the Assessment Roll; and 

WHEREAS, annually a Preliminary Rate Resolution describing the method of assessing 

Fire Rescue Assessed Costs against Assessed Property located within the Town, directing the 

preparation of an Assessment Roll, authorizing a public hearing and directing the provision of 

notice thereof is required by Ordinance No. 96-33, as it may be amended, for the reimposition 

of the Fire Rescue Assessments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
DAVIE, FLORIDA: 
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SECTION 1. AUTHORITY.  This resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 

the Fire Rescue Assessment Ordinance (Ordinance No. 96-33), as it may be amended, the 

Initial Assessment Resolution (Resolution No. R-96-254), the Final Assessment Resolution 

(Resolution No. R-96-285), as supplemented and modified by Resolution No. R-97-19, the 

Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 1997 (Resolution No. R-97-303), 

the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 1998 (Resolution No. R-98-

284), the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 1999 (Resolution No. 

R-99-287), the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2000 (Resolution 

No. R-2000-215), the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2001 

(Resolution No. R-2001-233), the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing October 

1, 2002 (Resolution No. R-2002-201), the Annual Rate Resolution for Fiscal Year commencing 

October 1, 2003 (Resolution No. R-2003-____), sections 166.021 and 166.041, Florida Statutes, 

and other applicable provisions of law. 

SECTION 2. PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS.  This resolution constitutes the 

Preliminary Rate Resolution as defined in the Ordinance which initiates the annual process for 

updating the Assessment Roll and directs the reimposition of Fire Rescue Assessments for the 

Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2004.  All capitalized words and terms not otherwise defined 

herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Ordinance, the Initial Assessment Resolution 

and the Final Assessment Resolution.  Unless the context indicates otherwise, words imparting 

the singular number, include the plural number, and vice versa: 

"CAD Database" means the reporting system used by the Town to report fire rescue 

incidents. 
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"Commercial Property" means, collectively, those Tax Parcels with a Code Description 

designated as "Commercial" in the Improvement Codes specified in Appendix A of the Initial 

Assessment Resolution, together with those Tax Parcels that meet the definition of 

"Recreational Vehicle Park." 

"Demand Percentage" means the percentage of demand for fire rescue services, 

facilities, or programs attributable to each Property Use Category determined by analyzing the 

historical demand for fire rescue services as reflected in the Fire Rescue Incident Reports in the 

CAD Database under the methodology described in Section 6 of this Preliminary Rate 

Resolution. 

"Emergency Medical Services" means those services recorded in Incident Reports that 

are not Fire Rescue Incident Reports. 

"Emergency Medical Services Cost" means the amount, other than first response 

medical rescue services, determined by the Town Council that is associated with Emergency 

Medical Services. 

"Fire Rescue Assessed Cost" means  

(1) the amount determined by the Town Council to be assessed in any Fiscal Year to 

fund all or any portion of the cost of the provision of fire rescue services, facilities, or programs 

which provide a special benefit to Assessed Property, and shall include, but not be limited to, 

the following components:  (A) the cost of physical construction, reconstruction or completion 

of any required facility or improvement; (B) the costs incurred in any required acquisition or 

purchase; (C) the cost of all labor, materials, machinery, and equipment; (D) the cost of fuel, 

parts, supplies, maintenance, repairs, and utilities; (E) the cost of computer services, data 

processing, and communications; (F) the cost of all lands and interest therein, leases, property 
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rights, easements, and franchises of any nature whatsoever; (G) the cost of any indemnity or 

surety bonds and premiums for insurance; (H) the cost of salaries, volunteer pay, workers' 

compensation insurance, or other employment benefits; (I) the cost of uniforms, training, 

travel, and per diem; (J) the cost of construction plans and specifications, surveys and 

estimates of costs; (K) the cost of engineering, financial, legal, and other professional services; 

(L) the costs of compliance with any contracts or agreements entered into by the Town to 

provide fire rescue services; (M) all costs associated with the structure, implementation, 

collection, and enforcement of the Fire Rescue Assessments, including any service charges of 

the Tax Collector, or Property Appraiser and amounts necessary to off-set discounts received 

for early payment of Fire Rescue Assessments pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection 

Act or for early payment of Fire Rescue Assessments; (N) all other costs and expenses 

necessary or incidental to the acquisition, provision, or construction of fire rescue services, 

facilities, or programs, and such other expenses as may be necessary or incidental to any 

related financing authorized by the Town Council by subsequent resolution; (O) a reasonable 

amount for contingency and anticipated delinquencies and uncollectible Fire Rescue 

Assessments; and (P) reimbursement to the Town or any other Person for any moneys 

advanced for any costs incurred by the Town or such Person in connection with any of the 

foregoing components of Fire Rescue Assessed Cost.   

(2) In the event the Town also imposes an impact fee upon new growth or 

development for fire rescue related capital improvements, the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost shall 

not include costs attributable to capital improvements necessitated by new growth or 

development that will be paid by such impact fees. 
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(3) In no event shall the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost include any amount attributable 

to the Emergency Medical Services Cost. 

"Fire Rescue Incident Reports" means those Incident Reports that record fire rescue 

services that are recorded with the following codes:  S25BR (Brush Fire); S25CF (Commercial 

Structure Fire); S25EH (Electrical/Utility Fire); S25EV (Elevator Rescue); S25HM (Hazardous 

Materials Incident); S25OT (Any Fire Not Otherwise Classified); S25RS (Residential Fire); S25SI 

(Smoke Investigation) ; S25TR (Trash Fire); S25UF (Unknown Type of Fire); S25VF (Vehicle 

Fire); S46 (Bomb Threat); S49F (Fire Alarm); S55 (Explosion); S59 (Fire Bombing); and S68 

(Fire/Medical Service). 

"Recreational Vehicle Park" means (1) a place set aside and offered by a person, for 

either direct or indirect remuneration of the owner, lessor, or operator of such place, for the 

parking, accommodation, or rental of five or more recreational vehicles or tents; and (2) 

licensed by the Department of Health of the State of Florida, or its successor in function as a 

"recreational vehicle park" under Chapter 513, Florida Statutes, as may be amended from time-

to-time. 

"Residential Property" means those Tax Parcels with a condominium use under the 

DOR Codes together with those Tax Parcels with a Code Description designated as 

"Residential" in the Improvement Codes specified in Appendix A to the Initial Assessment 

Resolution, excluding those Tax Parcels that meet the definition of "Recreational Vehicle Park." 

SECTION 3. PROVISION AND FUNDING OF FIRE RESCUE SERVICES.   

(A) Upon the imposition of Fire Rescue Assessments for fire rescue services, 

facilities, or programs against Assessed Property located within the Town, the Town shall 

provide fire rescue services to such Assessed Property.  A portion of the cost to provide such 
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fire rescue services, facilities, or programs shall be funded from proceeds of the Fire Rescue 

Assessments.  The remaining cost required to provide fire rescue services, facilities, and 

programs shall be funded by legally available Town revenues other than Fire Rescue 

Assessment proceeds. 

(B) It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared that each parcel of Assessed 

Property located within the Town will be benefited by the Town's provision of fire rescue 

services, facilities, and programs in an amount not less than the Fire Rescue Assessment 

imposed against such parcel, computed in the manner set forth in this Preliminary Rate 

Resolution. 

SECTION 4. IMPOSITION AND COMPUTATION OF FIRE RESCUE 

ASSESSMENTS.  Fire Rescue Assessments shall be imposed against all Tax Parcels within the 

Property Use Categories.  Fire Rescue Assessments shall be computed in the manner set forth 

in this Preliminary Rate Resolution. 

SECTION 5. LEGISLATIVE DETERMINATIONS OF SPECIAL BENEFIT AND 

FAIR APPORTIONMENT.  It is hereby ascertained and declared that the Fire Rescue 

Assessed Cost provides a special benefit to the Assessed Property based upon the following 

legislative determinations. 

 general 

(A) Upon the adoption of this Preliminary Rate Resolution, determining the Fire 

Rescue Assessed Cost and identifying the Assessed Property to be included in the Assessment 

Roll, the legislative determinations of special benefit ascertained and declared in Section 1.04 

of the Ordinance are hereby ratified and confirmed, to the extent authorized by law. 
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(B) It is fair and reasonable to use the Improvement Codes and the DOR Codes for 

the Cost Apportionment and the Parcel Apportionment because: (1) the Tax Roll database 

employing the use of such property use codes is the most comprehensive, accurate, and 

reliable information readily available to determine the property use and Building Area for 

improved property within the Town, and (2) the Tax Roll database within such property use 

codes is maintained by the Property Appraiser and is thus consistent with parcel designations 

on the Tax Roll which compatibility permits the development of an Assessment Roll in 

conformity with the requirements of the Uniform Method of Collection. 

(C) The data available in the Improvement Codes is more useful and accurate to 

determine Building Area than relying exclusively upon the data maintained in the DOR Code 

alone because (1) the data maintained in the Improvement Codes reveals the existence of a 

Building with a different use from the use described on the DOR Code, and (2) the 

Improvement Codes represent records maintained by the Property Appraiser with the most 

information relative to Building Area regardless of property use. 

 cost apportionment 

(D) It is fair and reasonable and consistent with the decision from the Florida 

Supreme Court in the case of City of North Lauderdale v. SMM Properties, Inc., 825 So.2d 343 

(Fla. 2002), to exclude from the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost amounts determined to constitute 

the Emergency Medical Services Cost. 

(E) Apportioning Fire Rescue Assessed Cost among classifications of improved 

property based upon historical demand for fire rescue services, but not Emergency Medical 

Services,  is fair and reasonable and proportional to the special benefit received. 
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(F) The Fire Rescue Incident Reports are the most reliable data available to 

determine the potential demand for fire rescue services from property use and to determine 

the benefit to property use resulting from the availability of fire rescue services to protect and 

serve Buildings located within Assessed Property and their intended occupants.  There exist 

sufficient Fire Rescue Incident Reports documenting the historical demand for fire rescue 

services from Assessed Property within the Property Use Categories.  The Demand Percentage 

determined for each Property Use Category by an examination of such Fire Rescue Incident 

Reports is consistent with the experience of the Town.  Therefore, the use of Demand 

Percentages determined by an examination of Fire Rescue Incident Reports is a fair and 

reasonable method to apportion the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost among the Property Use 

Categories. 

(G) As a result of the urbanized character of the Town, the suppression of fire on 

vacant property primarily benefits the Buildings within the adjacent improved property by the 

containment of the spread of fire rather than the preservation of the vacant property.  

Therefore, it is fair and reasonable not to apportion any of the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost to 

vacant property and the Fire Rescue Incident Reports documenting historical fire services 

provided to vacant property were thus omitted from the Demand Percentage calculation. 

(H) The level of services required to meet anticipated demand for fire rescue services 

and the corresponding annual fire rescue budget required to fund fire rescue services 

provided to non-specific property uses would be required notwithstanding the occurrence of 

any incidents from such non-specific property uses.  Therefore, it is fair and reasonable to omit 

from the Demand Percentage calculation the Fire Rescue Incident Reports documenting fire 

rescue services provided to non-specific property uses. 
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 residential parcel apportionment 

(I) The size or the value of the Residential Property does not determine the scope of 

the required fire rescue response.  The potential demand for fire rescue services is driven by 

the existence of a Dwelling Unit and the anticipated average occupant population. 

(J) Apportioning the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost for fire rescue services attributable 

to Residential Property on a per Dwelling Unit basis is required to avoid cost inefficiency and 

unnecessary administration and is a fair and reasonable method of Parcel Apportionment 

based upon historical call data. 

 non-residential parcel apportionment 

(K) The risk of loss and the demand for fire rescue service availability is substantially 

the same for Buildings below a certain minimum size.  Because the value and anticipated 

occupancy of non-residential Buildings below a certain minimum size is less, it is fair, 

reasonable and equitable to provide a lesser assessment burden on improved property 

containing such Buildings by the creation of specific Building Area classification ranges for 

such parcels. 

(L) The separation of improved Non-Residential Property into Building Area 

classification ranges is fair and reasonable for the purposes of Parcel Apportionment because:  

(1) the absence of a need for precise square footage data within the ad valorem tax records 

maintained by the Property Appraiser undermines the use of actual Building Area within each 

improved parcel as a basis for Parcel Apportionment; (2) the administrative expense and 

complexity created by an on-site inspection to determine the actual Building Area within each 

improved parcel assessed is impractical; (3) the demand for fire rescue service availability is 

not precisely determined or measured by the actual Building Area within benefitted parcels; 
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and (4) the classification of parcels within Building Area classification ranges is a fair and 

reasonable method to classify benefitted parcels and to apportion costs among benefitted 

parcels that create similar demand for the availability of fire rescue services. 

(M) The demand for the availability of fire rescue services diminishes at the outer 

limit of Building size because a fire occurring in a structure greater than a certain size is not 

capable of being suppressed under expected conditions and the fire control activities under 

such circumstances are directed to avoid the spread of the fire event to adjacent Buildings. 

Therefore, it is fair and reasonable to place a cap on the Building Area classification of 

benefitted parcels within Non-Residential Property. 

(N) In accordance with section 166.223, Florida Statutes, which mandates that the 

Town treat Recreational Vehicle Park property as Commercial Property for non-ad valorem 

special assessments levied by the Town, like this proposed Fire Rescue Assessment, it is fair 

and reasonable to treat each space within the Recreational Vehicle Parks as a Building of 

Commercial Property and assign the minimum square footage of 1,200 square feet that is 

mandated by the Department of Health under Chapter 64E-15.002(3), Florida Administrative 

Code, for Recreational Vehicle Park spaces, the minimum square footage of 2,400 square feet 

that is mandated by the Department of Health under Chapter 64E-15.002(2), Florida 

Administrative Code, for mobile home spaces inside Recreational Vehicle Parks, and a square 

footage of 500 square feet for tent spaces inside Recreational Vehicle Parks, also as mandated 

by Chapter 64E-15.002(3), Florida Administrative Code. 

(O) Institutional Property whose use is wholly exempt from ad valorem taxation 

under Florida law provides facilities and uses to its ownership, occupants, membership as well 

as the public in general that otherwise might be requested or required to be provided by the 
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Town and such property uses serve a legitimate public purpose and provide a public benefit.  

Therefore, it is fair and reasonable not to impose Fire Rescue Assessments upon Buildings 

located upon such parcels of Institutional Property whose Building use is wholly exempt from 

ad valorem taxation under Florida law.  Accordingly, no Fire Rescue Assessment shall be 

imposed upon a Building located upon a parcel of Institutional Property whose Building use is 

wholly exempt from ad valorem taxation under Florida law. 

SECTION 6. COST APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY. 

(A) Using data from the Fire Rescue Incident Reports related to the type of calls and 

physical location of each call, the Town assigned fire rescue incidents to specific properties 

located within the Town. 

(B) Based upon such assignment of Fire Rescue Incident Reports to specific 

properties, the number of Fire Rescue Incident Reports filed were determined for each DOR 

Code. 

(C) Based upon such assignment of Fire Rescue Incident Reports to DOR Codes, the 

number of Fire Rescue Incident Reports filed within a sampling period were determined for 

each Property Use Category.  A Demand Percentage was then determined for each Property 

Use Category by calculating the percentage that Fire Rescue Incident Reports allocated to each 

Property Use Category bear to the total number of Fire Rescue Incident Reports documented 

for all Property Use Categories within the sampling period. 

(D) The Demand Percentage for each Property Use Category was then applied to the 

Fire Rescue Assessed Cost and the resulting product is the cost allocation of that portion of the 

Fire Rescue Assessed Cost allocated to each individual Property Use Category. 

SECTION 7. PARCEL APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY.  
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(A) The apportionment among Tax Parcels of that portion of the Fire Rescue 

Assessed Cost apportioned to each Property Use Category under the Cost Apportionment 

shall be consistent with the Parcel Apportionment methodology described and determined in 

Appendix A, which Parcel Apportionment methodology is hereby approved, adopted, and 

incorporated into this Preliminary Rate Resolution by reference. 

(B) It is hereby acknowledged that the Parcel Apportionment methodology 

described and determined in Appendix A is to be applied in the calculation of the estimated 

Fire Rescue Assessment rates established in Section 8 of this Preliminary Rate Resolution. 

SECTION 8. DETERMINATION OF FIRE RESCUE ASSESSED COST; 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ANNUAL FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENT RATES. 

(A)  The Fire Rescue Assessed Cost to be assessed and apportioned among benefited 

parcels pursuant to the Cost Apportionment and the Parcel Apportionment for the Fiscal Year 

commencing October 1, 2004, is the amount determined in the Estimated Fire Rescue 

Assessment Rate Schedule, attached hereto as Appendix B.  The approval of the Estimated Fire 

Rescue Assessment Rate Schedule by the adoption of this Preliminary Rate Resolution 

determines the amount of the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost.  The remainder of such Fiscal Year 

budget for fire rescue services, facilities, and programs shall be funded from available Town 

revenue other than Fire Rescue Assessment proceeds. 

(B) The estimated Fire Rescue Assessments specified in the Estimated Fire Rescue 

Assessment Rate Schedule are hereby established to fund the specified Fire Rescue Assessed 

Cost determined to be assessed in the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2004.  No portion of 

such Fire Rescue Assessed Cost is attributable to impact fee revenue that funds capital 
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improvements necessitated by new growth or development.  Further, no portion of such Fire 

Rescue Assessed Cost is attributable to the Emergency Medical Services Cost. 

(C) The estimated Fire Rescue Assessments established in this Preliminary Rate 

Resolution shall be the estimated assessment rates applied by the Town Manager in the 

preparation of the updated Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2004, 

as provided in Section 9 of this Preliminary Rate Resolution. 

SECTION 9. ANNUAL ASSESSMENT ROLL. 

 (A) The Town Manager is hereby directed to prepare, or cause to be prepared, an 

updated Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2004, in the manner 

provided in the Ordinance.  The updated Assessment Roll shall include all Tax Parcels within 

the Property Use Categories.  The Town Manager shall apportion the estimated Fire Rescue 

Assessed Cost to be recovered through Fire Rescue Assessments in the manner set forth in this 

Preliminary Rate Resolution.  A copy of this Preliminary Rate Resolution, the Ordinance, the 

Initial Assessment Resolution, the Final Assessment Resolution, and the updated Assessment 

Roll shall be maintained on file in the office of the Town Clerk and open to public inspection.  

The foregoing shall not be construed to require that the updated Assessment Roll proposed for 

the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2004, be in printed form if the amount of the Fire Rescue 

Assessment for each parcel of property can be determined by the use of a computer terminal 

available to the public. 

(B) It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared that the method of 

determining the Fire Rescue Assessments for fire rescue services as set forth in this 

Preliminary Rate Resolution is a fair and reasonable method of apportioning the Fire Rescue 

Assessed Cost among parcels of Assessed Property located within the Town. 
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SECTION 10. AUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC HEARING.  There is hereby 

established a public hearing to be held at 7:00 p.m. on September 15, 2004, in the Town Council 

Chambers of Town Hall, 6591 Orange Drive, Davie, Florida, at which time the Town Council 

will receive and consider any comments on the Fire Rescue Assessments from the public and 

affected property owners and consider imposing Fire Rescue Assessments for the Fiscal Year 

beginning October 1, 2004, and collecting such assessments on the same bill as ad valorem 

taxes. 

SECTION 11. NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.  The Town Manager shall publish a 

notice of the public hearing authorized by Section 10 of this Preliminary Rate Resolution in the 

manner and time provided in Section 2.04 of the Ordinance.  The notice shall be published no 

later than August 25, 2004, in substantially the form attached hereto as Appendix C. 

SECTION 12. NOTICE BY MAIL.   

(A) The Town Manager shall also provide, or cause to be provided, notice by first 

class mail to the Owner of each parcel of Assessed Property, in the event circumstances 

described in Section 2.08(F) of the Ordinance so require.  Such notice shall be in substantially 

the form attached hereto as Appendix D.  Such notices shall be mailed no later than August 25, 

2004. 

(B) If the Town determines that the truth-in-millage (ATRIM@) notice that is mailed 

by the Property Appraiser under section 200.069, Florida Statutes, also fulfills the requirements 

of paragraph (A) of this Section 12, then the separate mailing requirement described in 

paragraph (A) will be deemed to be fulfilled by the TRIM notice. 

SECTION 13. APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS.  Proceeds 

derived by the Town from the Fire Rescue Assessments will be utilized for the provision of fire 
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rescue services, facilities, and programs.  In the event there is any fund balance remaining at 

the end of the Fiscal Year, such balance shall be carried forward and used only to fund fire 

rescue services, facilities, and programs. 

SECTION 14. CONFLICTS.  All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict 

herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

SECTION 15. SEVERABILITY.  If any clause, section, other part or application of 

this resolution is held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, 

in part or application, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications 

of this resolution. 

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Preliminary Rate Resolution shall take 

effect immediately upon its passage and adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of July, 2004. 

 
       
MAYOR/COUNCIL MEMBER 

ATTEST: 
 
 
        
TOWN CLERK      
 
APPROVED THIS ___ DAY OF JULY, 2004 
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APPENDIX A 

PARCEL APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY 

The Cost Apportionment to each Property Use Category and to Mixed Use Property 

shall be apportioned among the Tax Parcels within each Property Use Category and to Mixed 

Use Property Tax Parcels as follows. 

SECTION A-1. RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY.  The Fire Rescue Assessment for 

each Tax Parcel of Residential Property shall be computed by multiplying the Demand 

Percentage attributable to Residential Property by the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost, dividing 

such product by the total number of Dwelling Units shown on the Tax Roll within the Town, and 

then multiplying such quotient by the number of Dwelling Units located on such Tax Parcel. 

SECTION A-2. NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY. The Fire Rescue Assessments 

for each Tax Parcel of Non-Residential Property, except Recreational Vehicle Park property, 

shall be computed as follows: 

(A) Respectively, multiply the Fire Rescue Assessed Cost by the Demand 

Percentage attributable to each of the non-residential Property Use Categories.  The resulting 

dollar amounts reflect the portions of the Town's fire rescue budget to be respectively funded 

from Fire Rescue Assessment revenue derived from each of the non-residential Property Use 

Categories. 

(B) Separate each Building in each of the non-residential Property Use Categories 

into one of the following square footage categories: 

(1) Buildings with a Building Area of less than 1,999 square feet; 

(2) Buildings with a Building Area between 2,000 square feet and 3,499 square feet; 

(3) Buildings with a Building Area between 3,500 square feet and 4,999 square feet; 

(4) Buildings with a Building Area between 5,000 square feet and 9,999 square feet; 
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(5) Buildings with a Building Area between 10,000 square feet and 19,999 square 

feet; 

(6) Buildings with a Building Area between 20,000 square feet and 29,999 square 

feet; 

(7) Buildings with a Building Area between 30,000 square feet and 39,999 square 

feet; 

(8) Buildings with a Building Area between 40,000 square feet and 49,999 square 

feet; 

(9) Buildings with a Building Area between 50,000 square feet and 59,999 square 

feet; 

(10) Buildings with a Building Area between 60,000 square feet and 69,999 square 

feet; 

(11) Buildings with a Building Area between 70,000 square feet and 79,999 square 

feet; 

(12) Buildings with a Building Area between 80,000 square feet and 89,999 square 

feet; 

(13) Buildings with a Building Area between 90,000 square feet and 99,999 square 

feet; and 

(14) Buildings with a Building Area of over 100,000 square feet. 

(C) As to each non-residential Property Use Category multiply the number of 

Buildings categorized in: 

(1) Subsection (B)(1) of this Section by 1,000 square feet; 

(2) Subsection (B)(2) of this Section by 2,000 square feet; 

(3) Subsection (B)(3) of this Section by 3,500 square feet; 

(4) Subsection (B)(4) of this Section by 5,000 square feet; 
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(5) Subsection (B)(5) of this Section by 10,000 square feet; 

(6) Subsection (B)(6) of this Section by 20,000 square feet; 

(7) Subsection (B)(7) of this Section by 30,000 square feet; 

(8) Subsection (B)(8) of this Section by 40,000 square feet; 

(9) Subsection (B)(9) of this Section by 50,000 square feet; 

(10) Subsection (B)(10) of this Section by 60,000 square feet; 

(11) Subsection (B)(11) of this Section by 70,000 square feet; 

(12) Subsection (B)(12) of this Section by 80,000 square feet; 

(13) Subsection (B)(13) of this Section by 90,000 square feet; and 

(14) Subsection (B)(14) of this Section by 100,000 square feet. 

(D) For each non-residential Property Use Category, add the products of subsections 

(C)(1) through (C)(14) of this Section.   The sum of these products reflects an aggregate 

square footage area for each non-residential Property Use Category to be used by the Town in 

the computation of Fire Rescue Assessments. 

(E) Divide the product of subsection (A) of this Section relative to each of the non-

residential Property Use Categories by the sum of the products for each non-residential 

Property Use Category described in subsection (D) of this Section.  The resulting quotient 

expresses a dollar amount adjusted or weighted per square foot of improved area to be used 

in computing Fire Rescue Assessments on each of the respective non-residential Property Use 

Categories. 

(F) For each of the non-residential Property Use Categories, multiply the resulting 

quotients from subsection (E) of this Section by each of the respective products in subsections 

(C)(1) through (C)(14) of this Section.  The resulting products for each non-residential Property 

Use Category expresses a series of gross dollar amounts expected to be funded by all 
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Buildings in the respective non-residential Property Use Categories in each of the square 

footage categories described in subsection (B) of this Section. 

(G) For each of the non-residential Property Use Categories, divide each of the 

respective products of subsection (F) of this Section by the number of Buildings determined to 

be in each of the square footage categories identified in subsection (B) of this Section.  The 

result expresses the respective dollar amounts of the Fire Rescue Assessments to be imposed 

upon each Building in each of the non-residential Property Use Categories. 

SECTION A-3. RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKS.  Notwithstanding the 

procedure in Section A-2 for Non-Residential Property, the Fire Rescue Assessments for each 

Tax Parcel of Recreational Vehicle Park property shall be computed as follows: 

(A) Aggregate the amount of square footage for each Tax Parcel of Recreational 

Vehicle Park, with recreational vehicle park spaces, as reported to the Department of Health, 

at 1,200 square feet each, mobile home spaces, as reported to the Department of Health, at 

2,400 square feet each, and tent spaces, as reported to the Department of Health, at 500 

square feet each. 

(B) Assign the respective dollar amount of the Fire Rescue Assessments determined 

in Section A-2 of this Appendix for Commercial Property to comparable aggregated square 

footage category ranges of Recreational Vehicle Park property as calculated in paragraph (A) 

above.  Any aggregated square footage Tax Parcel of Recreational Vehicle Park property that 

exceeds 100,000 square feet shall be assigned the commercial dollar amount for 100,000 

square feet. 

SECTION A-4. MIXED USE PROPERTY.  The Fire Rescue Assessments for each 

Tax Parcel classified in two or more Property Use Categories shall be the sum of the Fire 

Rescue Assessments computed for each Property Use Category. 
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APPENDIX B 

ESTIMATED FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENT RATE SCHEDULE 

SECTION B-1. DETERMINATION OF FIRE RESCUE ASSESSED COST.  The 

estimated Fire Rescue Assessed Cost to be assessed for the Fiscal Year commencing 

October 1, 2004, is $4,365,426.00. 

 SECTION B-2. ESTIMATED FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS.  

 (A) The estimated Fire Rescue Assessments to be assessed and apportioned 

among benefited parcels pursuant to the Cost Apportionment and Parcel Apportionment to 

generate the estimated Fire Rescue Assessed Cost for the Fiscal Year commencing October 

1, 2004, are hereby established as follows for the purpose of this Preliminary Rate Resolution: 

RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY USE 
CATEGORIES 

 Rate Per 
Dwelling Unit     

Single Family  $             88.00     

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY USE 
CATEGORIES 

 Building 
Classification 
(in square foot 
ranges)   Commercial  

 Industrial/ 
Warehouse  Institutional   Educational 

   < 1,999  $           229.00  $         29.00   $         456.00   $          230.00 
   2,000 - 3,499  $           458.00  $         57.00   $         911.00   $          459.00 
   3,500 - 4,999  $           801.00  $       100.00   $      1,594.00   $          803.00 
   5,000 - 9,999  $        1,144.00  $       142.00   $      2,277.00   $       1,147.00 
   10,000 - 19,999  $        2,287.00  $       284.00   $      4,553.00   $       2,294.00 
   20,000 - 29,999  $        4,574.00  $       567.00   $      9,105.00   $       4,588.00 
   30,000 - 39,999  $        6,861.00  $       851.00   $     13,657.00   $       6,882.00 
   40,000 - 49,999  $        9,148.00  $     1,134.00  $     18,209.00   $       9,176.00 
  50,000-59,999  $      11,435.00  $     1,418.00  $     22,761.00   $      11,470.00 
  60,000-69,999  $      13,722.00  $     1,701.00  $     27,313.00   $      13,764.00 
  70,000-79,999  $      16,009.00  $     1,985.00  $     31,865.00   $      16,057.00 
  80,000-89,999  $      18,296.00  $     2,268.00  $     36,417.00   $      18,351.00 
  90,000-99,999  $      20,582.00  $     2,552.00  $     40,970.00   $      20,645.00 
  >100,000  $      22,869.00  $     2,835.00  $     45,522.00   $      22,939.00 
 

 (B) No Fire Rescue Assessment shall be imposed upon a parcel of Government 

Property or upon Buildings located upon parcels of Institutional Property whose Building use is 

wholly exempt from ad valorem taxation under Florida law. 
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 (C) Any shortfall in the expected Fire Rescue proceeds due to any reduction or 

exemption from payment of the Fire Rescue Assessments required by law or authorized by the 

Town Council shall be supplemented by any legally available funds, or combination of such 

funds, and shall not be paid for by proceeds or funds derived from the Fire Rescue 

Assessments.  In the event a court of competent jurisdiction determines any exemption or 

reduction by the Town Council is improper or otherwise adversely affects the validity of the Fire 

Rescue Assessment imposed for this Fiscal Year, the sole and exclusive remedy shall be the 

imposition of a Fire Rescue Assessment upon each affected Tax Parcel in the amount of the 

Fire Rescue Assessment that would have been otherwise imposed save for such reduction or 

exemption afforded to such Tax Parcel by the Town Council. 
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APPENDIX C 

 
FORM OF NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED 

 
 
To Be Published by August 25, 2004 
 
 

[INSERT MAP OF TOWN] 
 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING TO REIMPOSE AND 
PROVIDE FOR COLLECTION OF FIRE RESCUE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of Davie will conduct a public 

hearing to consider reimposing fire rescue special assessments for the provision of fire rescue 

services within the Town of Davie for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2004. 

The hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. on September 15, 2004, in the Town Council 

Chambers of Town Hall, 6591 Orange Drive, Davie, Florida, for the purpose of receiving public 

comment on the proposed assessments.  All affected property owners have a right to appear 

at the hearing and to file written objections with the Town Council within 20 days of this notice.  

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Town Council with respect to any 

matter considered at the hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings and may 

need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon 

which the appeal is to be made.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this proceeding 

should contact the Town Clerk at (954) 797-1020 at least seven business days prior to the 

date of the hearing. 

The assessment for each parcel of property will be based upon each parcel's 

classification and the total number of billing units attributed to that parcel.  The following table 

reflects the proposed fire rescue assessment schedule. 



 

C-2 

 
 
 
 

FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS  
 

RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY USE 
CATEGORIES 

 Rate Per 
Dwelling Unit     

Single Family  $             88.00     

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY USE 
CATEGORIES 

 Building 
Classification 
(in square foot 
ranges)   Commercial  

 Industrial/ 
Warehouse  Institutional   Educational 

   < 1,999  $           229.00  $         29.00   $         456.00   $          230.00 
   2,000 - 3,499  $           458.00  $         57.00   $         911.00   $          459.00 
   3,500 - 4,999  $           801.00  $       100.00   $      1,594.00   $          803.00 
   5,000 - 9,999  $        1,144.00  $       142.00   $      2,277.00   $       1,147.00 
   10,000 - 19,999  $        2,287.00  $       284.00   $      4,553.00   $       2,294.00 
   20,000 - 29,999  $        4,574.00  $       567.00   $      9,105.00   $       4,588.00 
   30,000 - 39,999  $        6,861.00  $       851.00   $     13,657.00   $       6,882.00 
   40,000 - 49,999  $        9,148.00  $     1,134.00  $     18,209.00   $       9,176.00 
  50,000-59,999  $      11,435.00  $     1,418.00  $     22,761.00   $      11,470.00 
  60,000-69,999  $      13,722.00  $     1,701.00  $     27,313.00   $      13,764.00 
  70,000-79,999  $      16,009.00  $     1,985.00  $     31,865.00   $      16,057.00 
  80,000-89,999  $      18,296.00  $     2,268.00  $     36,417.00   $      18,351.00 
  90,000-99,999  $      20,582.00  $     2,552.00  $     40,970.00   $      20,645.00 
  >100,000  $      22,869.00  $     2,835.00  $     45,522.00   $      22,939.00 

 

Copies of the Fire Rescue Assessment Ordinance (Ordinance No. 96-33), as it may be 

amended, the Initial Assessment Resolution (Resolution No. R-96-254), the Final Assessment 

Resolution (Resolution No. R-96-285), as supplemented and modified by Resolution No. 

R-97-19, the Preliminary Rate Resolution initiating the annual process of updating the 

Assessment Roll and reimposing the Fire Rescue Assessments, and the updated Assessment 

Roll for the upcoming fiscal year are available for inspection at the Town Clerk's Office of Town 

Hall, located at 6591 Orange Drive, Davie, Florida. 

The assessments will be collected on the annual ad valorem tax bill to be mailed in 

November 2004, as authorized by section 197.3632, Florida Statutes.  Failure to pay the 

assessments will cause a tax certificate to be issued against the property which may result in a 

loss of title. 

If you have any questions, please contact the fire assessment hotline at (954) 797-1456 

or you may log onto our website at www.davie-fl.gov and select the fire rescue assessment 

link.     TOWN COUNCIL OF DAVIE, FLORIDA  
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 APPENDIX D 

 FORM OF NOTICE TO BE MAILED 

 * * * * * NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER * * * * * 

 * * * * * THIS IS NOT A BILL * * * DO NOT REMIT PAYMENT * * * * * 

 

Town of Davie 
6591 Orange Drive 
Davie, Florida  33314-3399 
 
 
 
 
 
Owner Name 
Address  Tax Parcel #: ___________________ 
City, State Zip  Legal Description: _______________ 

Sequence #:____________________ 
  
 
As required by section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, and at the direction of the Town Council, notice is 

hereby given by the Town of Davie that an annual assessment for fire rescue services using the tax bill 

collection method, is proposed to be levied on your property for fiscal year October 1, 2004 – 

September 30, 2005.  The use of an annual special assessment to fund fire rescue services benefiting 

improved property located within the Town of Davie in the past has proven to be fair, efficient and 

effective.  The total annual fire rescue assessment revenue to be collected within the Town of Davie is 

estimated to be $4,365,426.00.  The annual fire rescue assessment is based on the classification of 

each parcel of property and number of billing units contained therein. 

The above parcel is classified as __________________. 

The total number of billing units on the above parcel is _________. 

The type of billing units on the above parcel is _________________. 

The annual fire rescue assessment for the above parcel is $_____________. 

The maximum annual fire rescue assessment that can be imposed without further notice for fiscal year 

2004-05 and for future fiscal years for the above parcel is $___________________. 

TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA 
NOTICE OF HEARING TO IMPOSE AND PROVIDE 

FOR COLLECTION OF FIRE RESCUE NON-AD 
VALOREM ASSESSMENTS 

NOTICE DATE:  AUGUST 25, 2004 



A public hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. on September 15, 2004, in the Town Council Chambers of 

Town Hall, 6591 Orange Drive, Davie, Florida for the purpose of receiving public comment on the 

proposed assessments.  You and all other affected property owners have a right to appear at the 

hearing and to file written objections with the Town Council within 20 days of this notice. If you decide 

to appeal any decision made by the Town Council with respect to any matter considered at the hearing, 

you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, 

including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.  In accordance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to 

participate in this proceeding should contact the Town Clerks Office at (954) 797-1020 at least seven 
business days prior to the date of the hearing. 

Unless proper steps are initiated in a court of competent jurisdiction to secure relief within 20 days from 

the date of Town Council action at the above hearing (including the method of apportionment, the rate 

of assessment and the imposition of assessments), such action shall be the final adjudication of the 

issues presented. 

Copies of the Fire Rescue Assessment Ordinance (Ordinance No. 96-33), as it may be amended, the 

Initial Assessment Resolution (Resolution No. R-96-254), the Final Assessment Resolution (Resolution 

No. R-96-285) as supplemented and modified by Resolution No. R-97-19, the Preliminary Rate 

Resolution initiating the annual process of updating the Assessment Roll and reimposing the Fire 

Rescue Assessments, and the updated Assessment Roll for the upcoming Fiscal Year are available for 

inspection at the Town Clerk's Office of Town Hall, located at 6591 Orange Drive, Davie, Florida. 

Both the fire rescue non-ad valorem assessment amount shown on this notice and the ad valorem 

taxes for the above parcel will be collected on the annual ad valorem tax bill mailed in November of 

each year that the assessment is imposed.  Failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certificate 

to be issued against the property which may result in a loss of title. 

If there is a mistake on this notice, it will be corrected.  If you have any questions regarding your fire 

rescue assessment, please contact the fire assessment hotline at (954) 797-1456 or you may log onto 

our website at www.davie-fl.gov and select the fire rescue assessment link. 

 * * * * * THIS IS NOT A BILL * * * * * 

 
 


